
 

 

 

 

Jessica Assaf 

Title: Creative Activism for Social Change 

 

Jessica Assaf is a young activist who has spent the past seven years leading efforts to demand 
product reformulation and government regulation of the chemicals in cosmetics and personal 
care products. At Gallatin the focus of her concentration is the potential of documentary film to 
improve public health and inspire social activism. She works as a Student Fellow at the Center 
for Artistic Activism and an intern at the Campaign for Safe Cosmetics. Her work was recently 
featured in “The Young Activist’s Guide to Building a Green Movement and Changing the 
World” and she is one of the characters profiled in an upcoming documentary called "The 
Human Experiment." Jessica received the 2006 Brower Youth Award and the 2008 Green Globe 
Youth Award for her work in the fields of environmental health and social justice. She was 
recently accepted to Harvard Business School's 2+2 Program and ultimately plans to start her 
own sustainable skin care company. 

 

 



 

 

Josh Barocas 

Title: Why Do We Dance?: Musical Rhythm and the Motor System 

 

Josh was born and raised in Brooklyn. He now lives in Crown Heights with his dog Ella and his 
cat Kitties. His concentration, Mechanisms and Evolution of Human Behavior, integrates 
anthropological, neuroscientific and psychological modes of inquiry into questions about the 
human experience.&nbsp; He has engaged in research projects ranging in scope from 
cephalopod behavior to human auditory processing. Outside of school, Josh performs and 
records as a bassist with his band Ghost Pal, with whom he is currently working on an upcoming 
LP, Nathan Jones is Dead. These interests converged in an independent study with Professor 
Meredith Theeman examining the scientific study of music.Using music as a model system, Josh 
explores the relationship between perception, behavior and evolution. 

 

 

 

Alexandra Carter 

Title: Materializing Kingship: The Crown in Richard II 

 

Alexandra Carter is concentrating in Medieval and Renaissance Studies and Italian Studies. She 
studied abroad in Florence where she focused on Italian literature and Renaissance art. In the 
past two years her interests have trended toward English Renaissance drama and fashion studies. 
Alexandra completed her colloquium, “Performing Power: On and Off Stage,” in which she 
discussed the way in which power was represented and performed in Early Modern England. 
Currently, Alexandra is writing a thesis, entitled “Ornamenting Richard II,” in which she 
conducts a material cultural analysis of the crown and its role in representing and constituting 
Richard’s identity as king. She currently holds a Fellowship at the Newington-Cropsey 
Foundation Academy of Art. 

 

 



 

 

Mia Gliedman 

Title: Digitizing the Self 

 

Mia is a native New Yorker.  Growing up on the Upper East Side, she attended The Dalton 
School, where she was the first female basketball player at the school to score 1,000 points and 
was named one of NYC’s top five basketball players. After taking a year off after her freshmen 
year at Amherst College to join a startup, Mia transferred to Gallatin with a keen sense of what 
she wanted to explore and accomplish. Her interests in web development, computer science, and 
society led her to design her unique concentration, “New Media, Information Technology, and 
Society: The Effects of Technology on Society,” as well as completing a minor in Web 
Applications and Programming. While at NYU, she interned at the innovative tech company 
foursquare, a location-based social network founded by Dennis Crowley. Her work there 
furthered her interest in understanding the relationship between people and technology and how 
people define themselves and their identities online and offline. At this point in the culmination 
of her studies, she is focused on figuring out ways to merge one’s online and offline identities 
together, and believes we can, in fact, use technology to do so. She is now combining her 
aptitude in computer science with her creativity to excel in the area of product design. An 
aspiring entrepreneur, and a veteran in the startup world, Mia is working on a new company 
called Nudge, which aims to close the gap between one’s online and offline identities. Her 
ultimate goal is to leverage technology and use it as a means to an end, and not merely an endless 
end unto itself. Mia is also a certified yoga teacher and practices daily. 

 
Malaika Neri 

Title: Development tomorrow: Social Impact Investing 

 

Malaika is a senior at New York University's Gallatin School of Individualized Study, 
graduating this May with a concentration in Globalization and Economic Development. She 
became very interested in finance after interning with Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, and 
Ombona Tahiry Ifampisamborana Vola Alaotra Mangoro, a microfinance organization in 
Madagascar, exploring notions of how financial instruments can be used to achieve social and 
economic justice. 

 

 



Darrian O'Reilly 

Title: The Body as a World Picture 

 

Darrian O’Reilly studied The Body, focusing on conceptions of the body in Western philosophy, 
religion, and medical practice. She is a dancer and choreographer and currently directs the 
Gallatin Dance Series, which offers free dance classes to Gallatin students from acclaimed, 
professional teachers. Her choreography has been showcased in the Gallatin Arts Festival, a 
number of productions for Gallatin Theatre Troupe, as well as for the Dancers Choreographers 
Alliance. She is excited to graduate and pursue her interest in baby delivery. She is becoming a 
certified doula this summer and hopes to become a midwife. She wants to thank the wonderful 
professors in Gallatin and their inspiring support, wisdom, and humor. 

 

Leigh Rome 

Title: Critical Perspectives on Law and Development From Sub-Saharan Africa 

 
 
Leigh is a senior at Gallatin, where her academic interests center around the role of law in 
promoting economic development in Sub-Saharan Africa. She has previously worked for the 
Legal Resources Centre in Accra, Ghana, the World Economic Forum’s Global Redesign 
Initiative, and is currently assisting the Conflict Awareness Project in prosecuting illegal arms 
dealers on the African continent.

 

Jonathan Stahl 

Title: Desiring Desirability  

 

Jonathan Stahl is a modern Renaissance man. Among other things, he is a practiced illusionist, 
hypnotist and musician. With such varying interests he found himself right at home at the 
Gallatin School of Individualized Study, where he crafted his own concentration: Human 
Relationships and Attraction Theory. This course of study is an intersection of psychology, 
sociology, history, literature, and many other fields; together, these different viewpoints have 
allowed Jonathan to gain a unique perspective on how we interact with other people, be the 
relationships platonic, professional or romantic. Jonathan has recently spent time working with a 
research team at Hunter College, studying the effects our adolescent relationships have on our 
adult lives. He is expecting his bachelor’s degree from NYU as of May 2012 and is excited to be 
able to share a portion of his research at this year’s Senior Symposium. 
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